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    The School of Information is UC Berkeley’s newest professional school. Located in the center of campus, the I School is a graduate research and education community committed to expanding access to information and to improving its usability, reliability, and credibility while preserving security and privacy.

  



  



  





  




  
	
          
                Programs                  
                      
        
    
    Programs


      

    
    
  
  
        	
          
                MIMS Program                  
                      
        
    
    
  
  
        	
          
                Admissions                      
          
	
          
                Career Outcomes                      
          
	
          
                Degree Requirements                      
          
	
          
                Paths Through the MIMS Degree                      
          
	
          
                Final Project                      
          
	
          
                Funding Your Education                      
          
	
          
                Admissions Events                      
          
	
          
                Visit Us                      
          
	
          
                Request Information                      
          


  





  




  
	
          
                5th Year MIDS Program                  
                      
        
    
    
  
  
        	
          
                Career Outcomes                      
          
	
          
                Capstone Project                      
          


  





  




  


  





  
        	
          
                MIDS Program                  
                      
        
    
    
  
  
        	
          
                Admissions                      
          
	
          
                Jack Larson Data for Good Fellowship                      
          
	
          
                Tuition & Fees                      
          
	
          
                Capstone Project                      
          
	
          
                Women in MIDS                      
          
	
          
                MIDS Curriculum News                      
          
	
          
                Request Information                      
          


  





  




  
	
          
                MICS Program                  
                      
        
    
    
  
  
        	
          
                Admissions                      
          
	
          
                MICS Student News                      
          
	
          
                Tuition & Fees                      
          
	
          
                Capstone Project                      
          
	
          
                Request Information                      
          


  





  




  


  





  
        	
          
                Ph.D. Program                  
                      
        
    
    
  
  
        	
          
                Admissions                      
          
	
          
                Career Outcomes                      
          
	
          
                Degree Requirements                      
          
	
          
                Funding Your Education                      
          
	
          
                Dissertations                      
          
	
          
                Admissions Events                      
          
	
          
                Request Information                      
          


  





  




  
	
          
                Graduate Certificates                  
                      
        
    
    
  
  
        	
          
                Applied Data Science Certificate                      
          
	
          
                ICTD Certificate                      
          


  





  




  
	
          
                Citizen Clinic                      
          


  





  
        
  
    
        
    The School of Information offers four degrees:


The Master of Information Management and Systems (MIMS) program educates information professionals to provide leadership for an information-driven world.


The Master of Information and Data Science (MIDS) is an online degree preparing data science professionals to solve real-world problems. The 5th Year MIDS program is a streamlined path to a MIDS degree for Cal undergraduates.


The Master of Information and Cybersecurity (MICS) is an online degree preparing cybersecurity leaders for complex cybersecurity challenges.


Our Ph.D. in Information Science is a research program for next-generation scholars of the information age.
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    The School of Information's courses bridge the disciplines of information and computer science, design, social sciences, management, law, and policy. We welcome interest in our graduate-level Information classes from current UC Berkeley graduate and undergraduate students and community members. More information about signing up for classes.
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    Research by faculty members and doctoral students keeps the I School on the vanguard of contemporary information needs and solutions.


The I School is also home to several active centers and labs, including the Center for Long-Term Cybersecurity (CLTC), the Center for Technology, Society & Policy, and the BioSENSE Lab.
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    I School graduate students and alumni have expertise in data science, user experience design & research, product management, engineering, information policy, cybersecurity, and more — learn more about hiring I School students and alumni.
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          Tech and Policy Converge: UC Berkeley Summit Tackles AI Governance, Trust, and Ethical Tech  
  
          The Goldman School of Public Policy, the CITRIS Policy Lab, and the School of Information hosted the inaugural UC...

  
  

  
      
          [image: Man in blue suit smiling at camera]
  
  
          Diag Davenport Joins UC Berkeley with Focus on Tech Policy  
  
          Dr. Diag Davenport has been appointed as an assistant professor at UC Berkeley as part of a joint search in...
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          Berkeley Women Look Towards the Future of Data Science at WiDS 2024  
  
          At the Women in Data Science conference held at UC Berkeley this past week, four educators affiliated with the...
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           Initiative Incorporates Ethics Into Data Science Projects  
  
          At the UC Berkeley School of Information, two educators have taken the initiative to begin incorporating data...
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          Cybersecurity Spring 2024 Capstone Project Showcase  
  
          Apr 17, 2024, 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
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          Data Science Spring 2024 Capstone Project Showcase  
  
          Apr 25, 2024, 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
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          MIMS 2024 Final Project Showcase  
  
          May 9, 2024, 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm
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          School of Information May 2024 Commencement  
  
          May 18, 2024, 2:00 pm
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          Differential Privacy in Practice: Expose your Epsilons!  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          Differential privacy is at a turning point. Implementations have been successfully leveraged in private industry, the public sector, and academia in a wide variety of applications, allowing scientists, engineers, and researchers the ability to learn about populations of interest without specifically learning about these individuals. Because differential privacy allows us to quantify cumulative...

  
  
          View online
  
  

  
      
          Bloc by Bloc: How to Build a Global Enterprise for the New Regional Order  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          At a time when globalization is taking a step backward, what’s the best way to organize a global enterprise? The key, explains political economist Steven Weber, is to prepare for a world increasingly made up of competing regions defined by their own rules and standards.


Globalization has taken a hit as trade wars and resistance to mass migrations dominate headlines....
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          Economic Indicators and Social Networks: New approaches to measuring poverty, prices, and impacts of technology  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          Collecting data to inform policy decisions is an ongoing global challenge. While some data collection has become routine, certain populations remain difficult to reach. From targeting social protection programs in densely-populated urban areas to reaching the "last mile" of infrastructure coverage, data collection and service delivery go hand-in-hand. Understanding the populations that live in...
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          A Terrifying Journey to the Centre of Politics: Political Centrism as an Effect of Mortality Salience and a Need for Closure  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          Three studies assessed the relationship between need for closure (NFC) and evaluations of political ideology conversions as a function of mortality salience (MS). Following anexperimental (vs. control) manipulation, 156 participants evaluated politicians who switchedpolitical ideologies. Results indicate that MS induced people high in NFC to express greater support for politicians seeking...

  
  
          
  
  

  
      
          Information-intensive innovation: the changing role of the private firm in the research ecosystem through the study of biosensed data  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          In a world instrumented with smart sensors and digital platforms, some of our most intimate and information-rich data are being collected and curated by private companies. The opportunities and risks derived from potential knowledge carried within these data streams are undeniable, and the clustering of data within the private sector is challenging traditional data infrastructures and sites of...
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          Vivewell: Speculating Near-Future Menstrual Tracking through Current Data Practices  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          In this pictorial, we explore how emergent menstrual biosensing technologies compound existing concerns for the everyday ethics of extracting and analyzing intimate data. Specifically, we review the data practices of a set of existing menstrual tracking applications and use that analysis to inform the design of speculative near future technologies. We present these technologies here in the...
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          Sensing is Believing: What People Think Biosensors Can Reveal About Thoughts and Feelings  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          Biosensors-devices that sense the human body-are increasingly ubiquitous. However, it is unclear how people evaluate the risks associated with their use, in part because it is not well-understood what people believe these sensors can reveal. In this study, participants ranked biosensors by how likely they are to reveal what a person is thinking and feeling. We report quantitative and...
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           Bringing Design to the Privacy Table: Broadening “Design” in “Privacy by Design” Through the Lens of HCI  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          In calls for privacy by design (PBD), regulators and privacy scholars have investigated the richness of the concept of "privacy." In contrast, "design" in HCI is comprised of rich and complex concepts and practices, but has received much less attention in the PBD context. Conducting a literature review of HCI publications discussing privacy and design, this paper articulates a set of...
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          An Evaluation of Semantically Grouped Word Cloud Designs  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          Word clouds continue to be a popular tool for summarizing textual information, despite their well-documented deficiencies for analytic tasks. Much of their popularity rests on their playful visual appeal. In this paper, we present the results of a series of controlled experiments that show that layouts in which words are arranged into semantically and visually distinct zones are more effective...
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          Friction, snake oil, and weird countries: Cybersecurity systems could deepen global inequality through regional blocking  
  
      Publication date:     2019  
  
          In this moment of rising nationalism worldwide, governments, civil society groups, transnational companies, and web users all complain of increasing regional fragmentation online. While prior work in this area has primarily focused on issues of government censorship and regulatory compliance, we use an inductive and qualitative approach to examine targeted blocking by corporate entities of...

  
  
          View online
  
  

  
      
          The strength of long-range ties in population-scale social networks  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
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          Don't forget people in the use of big data for development  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
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          Mind-Reading and Telepathy for Beginners and Intermediates: What People Think Machines Can Know About the Mind, and Why Their Beliefs Matter  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
  
          What can machines know about the mind, even theoretically? This dissertation examines what people (end-users and software engineers) believe the answer to this question might be, where these beliefs come from, and what effect they have on social behavior and technical practice. First, qualitative and quantitative data from controlled experiments show how basic biosignals, such as heartrate,...
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          Challenging the dominant narratives of a Digital Financial Inclusion  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
  
          ‘Financial Inclusion’ has over the years assumed a central role in poverty alleviation by connecting the materially poor with formal financial services. Access to these formal financial services is expected to help the poor manage their erratic income streams and thus manage their day-to-day and critical expenses. In this way, the financial inclusion narrative assumes that the poor around the...

  
  
          
  
  

  
      
          Machine Learning for the Developing World using Mobile Communication Metadata  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
  
          Machine learning algorithms have started having an unprecedented impact on human society due to their improved accuracy. The ability to collect and analyze information at a large scale has enabled the researchers to develop novel algorithms that can beat the best of the human experts in quite a few cases. The size of the data and the quality of the data has been the primary factor behind the...

  
  
          
  
  

  
      
          Why Do Defaults Affect Behavior? Experimental Evidence from Afghanistan  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
  
          
  
  
          
  
  

  
      
          Differential Vulnerabilities and a Diversity of Tactics: What Toolkits Teach Us about Cybersecurity  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
  
          We investigate cybersecurity toolkits, collections of public facing materials intended to help users achieve security online. Through a qualitative analysis of 41 online toolkits, we present a set of key design dimensions: agentive scale (who is responsible for security), achievability (can security be achieved), and interventional stage (when are security measures taken). Recognizing toolkits...
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          Hackers, Computers, and Cooperation: A Critical History of Logo and Constructionist Learning  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
  
          This paper examines the history of the learning theory "constructionism" and its most well-known implementation, Logo, to examine beliefs involving both "C's" in CSCW: computers and cooperation. Tracing the tumultuous history of one of the first examples of computer-supported cooperative learning (CSCL) allows us to question some present-day assumptions regarding the universal appeal of...
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          dAFM: Fusing Psychometric and Connectionist Modeling for Q-matrix Refinement  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
  
          We introduce a model which combines principles from psychometric and connectionist paradigms to allow direct Q-matrix refinement via backpropagation. We call this model dAFM, based on augmentation of the original Additive Factors Model (AFM), whose calculations and constraints we show can be exactly replicated within the framework of neural networks. In order to parameterize the Q-matrix...
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          Epsilon Voting: Mechanism Design for Parameter Selection in Differential Privacy  
  
      Publication date:     2018  
  
          The behavior of a differentially private system is governed by a parameter epsilon which sets a balance between protecting the privacy of individuals and returning accurate results. While a system owner may use a number of heuristics to select epsilon, existing techniques may be unresponsive to the needs of the users who's data is at risk. A promising alternative is to allow users to express...
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