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To the future!

• empowering naturalists

• ecoliteracy

• living history

WalkthroughWhy it’s interesting

• capture

• retention

• data quality

• welcome

• viewing obs.

• ID Please!

• adding obs.

• exploring obs.

• species pages

• checklists

• rewards

• easier contribution

• mobile

Why it’s important
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Seen some of these?

Photo credits: (cc) 2007 Nate Agrin (http://flickr.com/photos/n8agrin/505006383/); (cc) 2007 Minette Layne (http://flickr.com/photos/minette_layne/514025256/); (cc) Ken-ichi Ueda 2005, 2007 (http://
flickr.com/photos/ken-ichi/172442177/, http://flickr.com/photos/ken-ichi/434572113/)
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What is                                ?

A place to...

Record and manage observations

Find other naturalists

Learn about biodiversity



Why it’s important

Existing Tools
Specialized Sightings Sites

Online Guides

Wikipedia

Mailing Lists

Photo-sharing Sites



Why it’s important

What We Can Add

• user-centered 
design process

• support all forms 
of life

• benefit from 
integration



Why it’s important

Living History of Life on Earth

• naturalists record 
ecologically relevant 
data almost 24/7

• tracking invasive 
species

• monitoring native 
populations

• useful to researchers 
and managers



Why it’s important

Ecological Literacy

• enable people to 
explore local 
biodiversity

• reveal novelty to 
seasoned 
naturalists

• get outside!



Why it’s interesting

Incentivizing Users

Maintain Quality

• reveal 
community 
activity

• support 
varying levels 
of expertise

• accuracy

• completeness

• consistency

Juggling these things is HARD!  (but interesting)

RetentionCapture

• provide added 
value

• keep 
community 
engaged
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Capture
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Quality



Walkthrough

Retention



Walkthrough

Retention



Walkthrough

(ID Please Page)

Capture Retention Quality
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(Add Observations Page)
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(Explore Page)



Walkthrough

(Species Page)
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To the Future!

The Glorious Future

• checklists and personal goals

• rewards (badges)

• integrating more external data

• easier data contribution!

• parsing species names from 
your email or blog posts

• mobile app



Thanks!

Sign up and tell your friends!

www.inaturalist.org

Nate Agrin <n8agrin@ischool.berkeley.edu>
Jess Kline <jess@ischool.berkeley.edu>
Ken-ichi Ueda <kueda@ischool.berkeley.edu>
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