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MIMS Graduate Housing Survey — Introduction

This deck was created for newly admitted MIMS students to
help them with information about housing options. This survey
was conducted among current 2025 MIMS students. We hope
this helps with your decision making process! If you have any
further questions, please feel free to contact your MIMS

buddy.
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Most students live within 3 miles of

the UC Berkeley campus



Where do students live?

West Berkeley

Central Berkeley

Marth Berkeley

Most students live in

Berkeley city, followed by ="
Albany, Oakland,
Emeryville, and others. Oakland .

Emernyville

Southside

Downtown Berkeley -




Commuting to Campus
Most students’ commute to

Walking + renting a bike

campus involves walking, oy
in addition to I
scootering/biking. Some

students do drive to

campus.

* Buses like AC Transit and "
Campus Shuttle are free for

UC Berkeley students

** BART - Bay Area Rapid

Transit - Transit Line

Bus




Commute Length

40 - 80 minutes

Most students
have a commute
under 60
minutes. Over

< 20 minutes

half of MIMS 20- 40 minutes
students have
commute under

20 minutes long.




Off-campus vs. On-campus

e Most students live “off-campus” (not
in university housing)

o For university housing options that tiden hausg
are available for graduate students,

please refer to the info on the Explore

Yes, | live in
university housing

Housing for Graduate Students page "% benasese
. university)
by UC Berkeley Housing.
e The International House (famously IHOUSE

known as the |I-House) is also a hit
among students. More info can be
found at the Internation House at UC

0 5 10 15 20

Do you live in student housing?

Berkeley website.



https://housing.berkeley.edu/explore-housing-options/housing-by-user-type/graduate-students/
https://housing.berkeley.edu/explore-housing-options/housing-by-user-type/graduate-students/
https://housing.berkeley.edu/explore-housing-options/housing-by-user-type/graduate-students/

Roommate Situation

| have my cwn
apartment/house

Most students have a "™ sty

member

Shared hOUSing Share apartmeant with

partner

situation whether that e
be with family,

1+ roommate(s)
partners or other forms

| share a bedroom with
1+ roommate(s)

| have my own private
bedroom in a shared

of roommates. nouse/apartmant

2

What's your living situation?

4




Who are your roommates?

Berkeley Undergraduates Solo

Live alone
na

Most students live with ... reessonas
their fellow MIMS
students or other

MIMS Graduate Students

Family

Berkeley graduate

students. After this,

the most common

roommate is one’s Sertley Graute Stucents

Partner

partner.




How much do you pay in rent?

Due to most
students living in
shared housing,
student often pay
a share of their
total rent.
Students pay an

average of $1430
in rent.

E5.000.00

20000

B Total Rent [l Share of Renk




Where did you find your housing?

Most student sehoo conmnty

found their Sy G0

housing through e L
. U Berkeley Rental »

online

sources such as

Zillow.com,

housing.berkeley., ooy

edu|, Craigslist, or "

the [UC Berkeley Ziow o Aparimets cris

Rental portal. Rest -



http://housing.berkeley.edu
Zillow.com
housing.berkeley.edu
https://och.berkeley.edu/

What do you like about your current living situation?

“‘Everything”

“Cheap”

“The gym in the apartment”

“The peace in North Berkeley!”

‘Community, food included”

“‘Everything! The community is awesome and I've
seen myself grow the most because of it.”

“‘Ez to make friendz”

“The University Village is a calm, beautiful place with
indoor and outdoor gyms, community bbq grills and
flowery parks, ideal for couples and comfortable with
its bus route offering a door-to-door public transport
to the campus (15-20 mins).”

“‘Modern appliances. Clean. Adjacent to a park.”
“Location, proximity to bus stop, sunlight”

“The area is good, easy to do grocery”

“‘My apartment is beautiful, | have nice neighbors, and my
neighborhood is quiet but very walkable (handy to campus and
restaurants + cafes on Shattuck)”

“I like my apartment and neighborhood.”

“Great landlord and neighbors, bus stop to school is 1.5 blocks
away, super walkable and bikable, nice kitchen, in-unit
washer/dryer”

“It's a 25 min walk to South Hall, and the walk is very nice!”
“‘Love that the bus line is right outside of my building, that | am
so central to a lot of great places (next door to a Sprouts &
Starbucks + Whole Foods is really close by), love that | am
away from the chaos of main campus but still close enough,
love that | am surrounded by other berkeley students in my
buildings + have study spaces + great amenities”

“Gym and Study lounge”



What do you dislike about your current living situation?

“Nothing”

“It takes 30-40 minutes to school by F even if
it's really close to campus”

“The commute makes it difficult and
unsustainable.”

“Need to plan ahead for bus, high cost, Oakland
is occasionally sketch”

“My partner doesn't like it very much (since
we're on the courtyard level and have less
privacy than if we were on a higher level), but |
love it.”

“Really nothing big, just don't like when the fire
alarm goes off but it doesn't bother me much”
“It's far from campus.”

“The apartment comes without furniture, and
obtaining them at the busy semester start can
be quite challenging.”

“My apartment is a bit small. It's also a bit further from
campus than I'd like.”

“No in-unit washer dryer, no dishwasher, unfurnished,
tiny kitchen.”

“The distance from campus”

“No dishwasher : ("

“So far so good”

“Honestly there's not much to dislike since this is likely
the best deal you'll find in berkeley.”

“Hella expensive”

“Due to the proximity of railways, you can hear trains
horning at the middle of the night, especially when you
are located at the far west part of the village. Electric
charging for cars is currently under debate.”



Do you have any advice regarding housing for prospective MIMS students?

“l spent a week crashing with a friend while touring apts to get
a better idea of my options, which helped. Also found $$$$
worth of nice furnishings, just from fb marketplace either for
cheap or even free (but you've gotta be on it, and in some
cases need a car)’

“Avoid spams (Too perfect housing often seen on Facebook)’
“Do research on the property management companies, and get
multiple opinions (I think Reddit is good for this). My property is
managed by Lapham and they've been great! | highly
recommend! They have their properties listed on their website.”
“The bus is a viable option for commute. Commuting by car
isn’'t worth it given the additional parking cost at Berkeley.”
“The main places | looked for housing were craigslist,
apartments.com, and zillow. Check every day or two for new
listings and reach out asap - listings go quick. If you live in
Oakland, I'd recommend Rockridge or Temescal as good
neighborhoods that are close to campus by bus/bike.”

“Check our Parker Apartments, which is where we live! (2038
Parker St, Berkeley, CA 94704) ... I'm pretty happy with it”

“1. Plan an extra USD 2-3,000 for fumishing and staples, and leave enough time
for you to settle in before the classes kick off! 2. Check out all the student-related
organizations you can reach out to around your location, especially for on-
campus housing. You can find some really useful and great perks, support and
community. 3. Always double check the rental conditions and be mindful of your
rights here at Berkeley - some regulations have just changed.”

“Feel free to shop around and look at all of your options before choosing! |
looked on calrentals and campus housing and did my pros and cons and it
worked out great for me!”

If you intend to bike to campus -- don't trust Google Maps' description of how
strenuous a commute will be. Focus on the elevation change. (My commute was
described as a "gentle hill" but is actually a pretty decent workout.)

Zillow is the best - can get a house for 2400 or a room for 1200 if you really wait
and try

Find out more details about Co op’s before deciding to live there. | didn't know
much and it cost me a lot of money even though | didn't live there eventually.
Craigslist has great options, just need to tour places in person

the berkeley roommate portal is a great way to find roommates! look for housing
that is close to bart & bus lines

Start early! Don't let the fear mongering on social media get to you- the best
places fill up fast, but there’s always plenty of spaces available

Start looking early!


https://apartments.com

THANK YOU! HOPE THIS HELPS!
IMSA AT | SCHOOL WISH YOU THE BEST
OF LUCK!

Please contact your buddy if you have any
questions or need further information. They
are always happy to help!
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