I290-3
New Media Meets Visual Studies

TTh 2-3:30

Prof. Van House

This course brings together several approaches to visual media, with two goals: first, to use the resources of a variety of fields to understand (and perhaps anticipate) changes in the production and uses of personal photographic images (loosely defined); second, to examine the possibilities of multi-disciplinary approaches to new media and new technology.  Our organizing topic will be personal photography, but that will be the springboard for discussions about new media and developing information technologies and ways of understanding them.
The disciplines that we will be exploring include: new media studies, visual studies, visual sociology, human-computer interaction, and science and technology studies.  We’ll look to the first three of these to help us understand the uses of images, the role of images in society and in human activity.  We’ll use the last two (along with the field of new media, again) to see how our understanding of images and visual media can help us understand innovations in the creation and use of images, design innovative technologies, and perhaps anticipate future directions.
This is an experimental course, incorporating elements of the humanities, social sciences, and human-computer interaction.  New media will be our organizing concept.

This course should be appeal to students in any of the areas described above.  The goal is to attract a multidisciplinary group of participants so that the interplay within the group reflects the interplay among the readings.

The course will be highly participatory, with students from the various areas represented taking a lead role in the readings and discussion in their domain, but with everyone expected to learn about all the areas examined.
